2006 CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE

MINUTES 0F 10-20-2005 MEETING

COLUMBIA COUNTY

Meeting called to order by Kathy Brown at 9:30am                                        

                     











              

ROLL CALL: Kathy Brown, Janet Popp, Deb Jacobsen and Cheryl Woltman
                                                      

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Motion by Deb to approve, second by Janet                                                              

TREASUER’S REPORT: No changes, unanimously approved




CORRESPONDENCE: None                                                                                                                                                    

DECEMBER MEETING: There has been no contact from Jim Jones. Jim Bestul and Kathy have made several attempts with no success. Contact made with Marilyn T. in regards to possibility of workshop on electronic case filing, “Access My Benefits” or a roundtable discussion of the new worker web by Kathy Judd and Deb S.- Marilyn is going to e-mail ESS supervisors to see what their needs/wants are and for any other input.                                                                                                                                                        Bruce Schultz and Robert Hunt will do a presentation on “Understanding Social Security and SSI Disability Programs”. Bruce is a Public Affairs Specialist from the SSA and Robert is the Section Chief from the Wisconsin Disability Determination Service office.
                                                                                     Mark Hensley, Director of Program Development for Homme Programs will do a 3 hour workshop on “Bullies”.                                                                                                                                                               Registration forms are ready, just need to plug in IM/ESS tract workshop info when that is firmed up. Cheryl has the hotel/parking map done and will work on getting those copied.                                                              There will be meal Thursday night also for those staying overnight or for anyone wanting to attend. The cost is $17, your choice from 2 entrees. Kathy will work on those flyers. 5PM social, dinner at 6pm.                                                                  ODC will be used to mail out the mid-year conference information. Kathy estimates about 1300 mailings at about 19 cents each. Cheryl is donating the colored paper and the cardstock for the post cards- she and Kathy will work on getting the copies made. Kathy and Janet will work on getting info for postcard done ASAP.     Lunch for those registering to eat on 12-1-05 will be a buffet style SANDWICH BOARD, including soup de jour, assorted breads, sliced turkey breast and ham, sliced cheeses, assorted sandwich fixings, vegetable with dip and beverage. Those with special dietary needs will need to contact Janet.                                                  CEU’s/ECM’s for the December conference will be checked into and that info will be on the workshop information training form. Kathy will get the certificates printed up.                                                                    Various room options discussed for December conference. Lunch is in Ballroom B-1, Dinner in A-1. Committees will be meeting in room 7, workshops in 5A and B, 6 A and B. There will be a registration table and directions. That info most likely will be on a board in the lobby area directing you where to go. Executive Committee will meet again in room 102 right off the lobby.                                                                              Discussed when we planned to meet on December 2nd. Conference Planning will be meeting in Jim’s room-please refer to the December conference Planning Agenda for when we plan to meet.                                        There will be t-shirts and polo’s available to purchase at the December conference-order forms will also be available.                                                                                                                                                                

VENDORS: Fred continues to work on this. The rental fee is $150.00.  Waiting to hear back from Northwest Passage about sponsoring a break.                                                                                                                                 

STUDENTS: No new info at this time.                                                                                                                     

BUTTONS/RIBBONS: We will check with Edie as to where she got last year as the price she got them for

substantially less.  We still plan to go with the lanyards, will need to meet with Kevin more to discuss.                                                

PROMOTIONAL ITEMS/ FREEBIES: Linda Sweet has been out and about and has gotten several items already. We have $1500 budgeted for promotional items- we are going with the portfolio’s- need to check what cost is with the white writing vs. the gold leaf as that is boosting the cost up. Check freestuff.com.                                               

ENTERTAINMENT: Jennifer at the Regency Suites suggested Scott with “Elite”- the cost is $475 for one night and he could play in the bar- there is no where to dance tho’ and it’d be open to all hotel patrons and public-too expensive so will consider other options. Kathy was in area recently and got DJ info from phone book so will do some calling. We continue to discuss having a DJ just for the theme night vs. 2 nights.  

DECORATIONS:  Cheryl brought in what has been purchased so far for the committee to look thru –we have a definite “Down On The Farm” theme going on. Have several “surprise” things for theme night as well.  

FLOWERS: Margaret and Geri will be working on.                                                                                                

GOLF OUTING: John remains at Mayo so no action on this item.                                                                        

TUESDAY EVENING: No action taken altho’ a few other options thrown into mix - ? Cosmic Bowling …       

DRAWING/AUCTION/50-50: Kathy will check with Jennifer at Regency Suites to see if we can get a free weekend getaway as an item. We continue to look for free items.                                                                           

MAIN SPEAKERS: We listened to the DVD Deb brought in on John Powers for the Keynote Speaker- he was great and the cost is $4800,lunch and room for one night - Deb will get his contract and send him one of ours. Dick Bennett for Past Presidents lunch will be the cost of the airfare only. Hopefully we can get Paul Gasser to do the closing and one workshop for $1000- Kathy will firm this up with him.                                       

WORKSHOPS/SPEAKERS: We have the tracts, just need speakers. Paula Hintze from DWD can present, Irene will be contacted about the Long Term Support Tract.  Nan Pahl, Brown Co. Director sent letter about doing Welcome and opening remarks. Roberta Gassman, Secretary if DWD, also sent a letter about speaking.  

PRINTING: Options for the conference booklet discussed-colors for pages and cover talked about. Will firm this up more at future meeting.                                                                                                                                

LETTERS: Confirmation letters will go out for those registering for mid- year conference in December along with a map to hotel, parking info and hotel lay-out.                                                                                                     

MEALS: People choosing to stay for dinner on December first have choice of roast chicken dinner or stuffed pasta shells. Both meals include coffee, decaf coffee, tea, milk, mixed greens salad, dinner rolls and Chef’s choice of vegetable. The cost is $17 – checks or money orders made out to WSSA to Janet Popp will be accepted thru November 25th, 2005.                                                                                                                             

AGENDA FOR DECEMBER MEETING: Historical room/items, speakers for June, Bucky and Becky, thank you’s, who will take pictures at June conference, Past Presidents Luncheon invitations, golf outing for June, any and all other business.                                                                                                                              




MEETING WITH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Nametags and lanyards discussed. Update to committee as to who December speakers are or will be. Paula agreed to try contacting Theresa Fassbender or Jim Jones about the ESS tract issues. Liaison packets discussed. Letter for Update will be done as soon as we know for sure what ESS tract will be. DJ for June discussed as well.                           

Respectfully Submitted

