Wisconsin Social Services Association

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

2/23/06

Portage, WI

The meeting was called to order at 9 a.m.
Present:
Marjean Sutherland, Linda Sweet, Denise Jeffers, Chris Hanten, Christy Mancl, Kevin Loef

Absent:
Faith Valenti, Jaci Fuller, Stephanie Gagnon, Paula Hintze, Helain Andersen

Mark O’Connell, Executive Director of Wisconsin Counties Association, met with the committee for a brief overview of the Association and the direction that association is headed.  Mark encourages our committee to utilize their meeting facility and would like to meet with us again in the future when he has more time for questions and answers.

Secretary’s Report:
Christy had sent out minutes with agenda and no corrections/additions noted.  Motion by Marjean, second by Denise to approve the minutes as read.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:
Denise distributed copy of the current report and in checking we currently have a balance of $9097.17 and in savings a balance of $5880.25.  Motion by Christy, second by Linda to approve the report as shown.  Motion carried.

President’s Report/Correspondence:
· Kevin received a letter informing our organization of a change in contact person for the Area Agency on Aging of Dane County.


· Kevin received an email from Kathy Brown regarding an issue that the EBD committee has had.  Kevin will follow up with Mary King regarding this issue.


· A discussion was had regarding the number of agency memberships.  At this time Christy reported that we had a total of 5, those being Adams, Kenosha, Shawano, Wood and Manitowoc.


· Kevin received emails from Jaci regarding nomination of officer, award nomination and memorials for WSSA members.

Awards:
The following people were nominated for the corresponding awards:

Gayl Farris:



Sherri Arnold

Distinguished Service:

Irene Anderson

Membership Liaison:


Stephanie Gagnon

Rookie of the Year:


Cheryl Woltman

Human Services Award:

Fred Baewer

Economic Support Award:

Roberta Bloner/Mary King

Honorary Life Membership:

Rick Zynda/Helain Andersen

Friend of WSSA:


Homme Home

Special Recognition Award:

Jaci Fuller

Scholarships:
Jim Bestul and Bonnie Weyers (Motion by Marjean, second by Linda to award each recipient a scholarship in the amount of $750.  Motion carried.)

District Awards:

South Central:
Christy Duhr

South Eastern:
Colleen Roethe

Motion by Christy, second by Denise to approve all of the above award nominations.  Motion carried.

Ballots:
Nominations for the following positions were received:

Historian:
Kathy Brown

Treasurer:
Denise Jeffers

Motion by Marjean to accept the two nominations, second by Christy.  Motion carried.

We are still looking for someone to hold the office of President-Elect.

Website:
Marjean will be putting the regional training information on the web as well as a link for conference and the conference logo.  Minutes of committee meetings will also be up and running shortly.

Liaison List:
Christy distributed the most current list that she had and District Presidents will be contacting the liaisons to make sure they are still willing to be a liaison.

Regional Trainings:
The dates and topics have been set.  The training will be free of charge to participants.  Marjean will make up training certificates for social workers.  The information will be on the Learning Center web page soon and hopefully a notice will be out on DXBM.  Denise will send out payments for meeting rooms.

Marjean stated that she would be willing to be the “training and website” person next year as she will not be on a committee.  She’s already thinking of ideas for fall training and hope to get it lined up by conference to get the information out there.  The committee thanks Marjean for all her time and hard work in setting up these trainings!!!

A discussion was then held regarding where our organization is going.  We don’t have enough people to fill committees, let alone hold district meetings like we have in the past.  It was suggested maybe we need to look at changing the way our organization is set up.  This will be put on the agenda for next meeting date.  Everyone please come to the meeting with ideas/suggestions on where you think our organization is going/needs to go.

Update:
Christy has some articles for the Update and will be getting information from Conference Planning.  Kevin will send Christy a President’s Letter at his earliest convenience.  Once information is received, Christy will put Update together and hopefully get it out in time to remind people of the regional trainings.

Conference Planning:
The committee met with Kathy Brown for an update on Conference Planning.  Kathy distributed tentative workshop information as well as a draft of the conference booklet.  She is still looking for another possible track for Economic Support.  Please send any ideas Kathy’s way. 

Kathy also had samples of the lanyards and the committee has gone with the narrow break away lanyard in royal blue.  Kevin will order 250 lanyards.

The DJ will play for 2 hours both nights.  If we are interested in him playing longer, there will be a charge of $75 for each additional hour.

Discussion held about different decoration ideas, drawings, auction, etc.  Kathy is also thinking of sending out information to conference registrants regarding the golf outing on Wednesday morning as well as any activity that may be planned for Tuesday night.

In regards to the budget, Kathy states it is looking good.  She states they will get real flowers for the Past President’s Luncheon and Banquet Night.

Kathy also noted that Conference Planning was billed $50 for the meeting room that Executive Committee used in December.

Motion by Christy, second by Denise to adjourn at 2:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Christy Mancl, WSSA Secretary

